
 

 

Help the committee planning the event scheduled for October 7. The 
name has been changed to Harvest Festival.  We plan to worship at 
10:15 am and to stay for a meal and fellowship following the ser-
vice.   We will invite friends, neighbors, and former members to join 
us for the day.  Please give the names of anyone you wish to invite 
to a member of the committee (Carolyn Shope, Jane Eveler, Mary 
Baublitz, Margie Earnest, or Bonnie Wogamuth.) Invitations will be 
sent out the first week of September. 

The menu will consist of ham, plus covered dishes to share.  A list 
for donations will be created. Plans for entertainment are being 
made. 

The committee is seeking old pictures and other memorabilia to dis-
play.  Please see Carolyn Shope if you have anything to share.  

Watch the bulletin and the newsletter for further plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS YEAR’S  

SWEATER WEATHER GET TOGETHER  

SCHEDULED 

Reserve the date for this year’s Sweater Weather Get Together:  Oc-
tober 20.  Plans are underway. See Mary Baublitz if you have any 
ideas.  Watch the bulletin for the date of a planning meeting. 
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The past two months I have 
encouraged you to “be a bless-
ing.”  Last month I focused on 
ways to bless others.  My ques-
tion to each of you is, have you 
been finding ways to bless oth-
ers in the past month?  Have 
you written a note to encourage 
someone or to thank them? 

Have you performed an act of kindness for a neigh-
bor or friend, or for some you do not know? Have 
you randomly given a gift to someone? If so, keep up 
the good work. If not, what is stopping you?  Make 
this the month you begin the habit of blessing others. 
Like all habits, blessing others takes time and prac-
tice to develop.  

Today, I am going to share with you the next of Mi-
chael Frost’s “five habits of highly missional peo-
ple.”  This second habit involves eating. That is 
something we Lutherans do well!  Of course, eating 
is something that all people must do to stay alive, so 
it is something we all have in common, no matter 
what we believe. Practicing hospitality by eating with 
others as a Christian practice is as old as Christ!  

In the mid nineteen eighties, I took a lay leadership 
course of study offered by the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod.  We gathered for our first weekend session 
with a professor from the Gettysburg Seminary.  He 
was late because his car broke down.  When he sent 
word to the group, he gave us a series of passages 
from the new testament to look up and discuss until 
he arrived.  When he arrived, we discussed with him 
what we had learned.  What we discovered was that 
there is a lot of eating taking place in the gospels!   

Think of the stories you know about Jesus and his 
disciples.  He went to a wedding feast and when the 
wine ran out, he turned water into wine.  He healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law and she prepared a meal for 
him.  Martha complained that her sister Mary did not 
help prepare the meal for Jesus.  He ate at the homes 
of Pharisees.  He called Zacchaeus out of a tree, so he 
could go to the home of the tax collector for a meal.  
The Pharisees complained he ate with sinners and tax 
collectors.  

Jesus fed the hungry, first the five thousand, then the 
four thousand. After he rose from the dead, the disci-
ples found him cooking fish over a fire.  He ate with 
them to prove he was alive. He ate with the twelve at 
the last supper. The early church in Jerusalem gath-
ered to eat. They shared the “Lord’s Supper” fre-
quently with one another as part of their worship; 
they also met together frequently for meals.  They 
shared what they had with each other. (And you 

thought covered dish meals were a modern develop-
ment!)  Paul had to admonish the Corinthians to re-
member to share so that the poorest people, who were 
servants and who could not arrive until late, could 
share in the meal. 

As I stated at the beginning of this article, eating is 
the second habit of five that Michael Frost recom-
mends for Christians seeking to grow in faith and 
share Gods message with others.  The second habit is 
simple: eat with three people each week – at least one 
of whom is not a member of the congregation.  It is 
simple to say; the question is how do we do it? Some 
of us regularly eat meals with others daily: our fami-
ly, co-workers, friend. Others more often eat alone.  
There are many ways you can practice this habit.  
One simple way is to invite 3 people to join you for a 
meal – invite them to your home after church or in-
vite them to join you at a restaurant. If you eat with 
co-workers, sit with a different co-worker.   Join the 
congregations at Kimmy’s Café at 5pm on July 18 
and August 15 for “Dinner Church” and invite a 
friend to join you.  Invite a friend, neighbor or rela-
tive to join us at Picnic Wood on July 31 for the cov-
ered dish meal following the 10:15 worship service. 

Eating together is one way to build relationships with 
other people.  As we eat together, we also talk with 
one another and get to know one another better.  Our 
conversations with one another often opens opportu-
nities to share our faith with each other.  In the two 
and a half years I have served as your pastor, I have 
watched as the members of St. Paul and St. James 
have gotten to know one another better and have be-
come more comfortable with each other.  The “Wine 
Not” gatherings, the meals after joint services, the 
Christmas dinner, etc. have all been times that we 
have gathered to eat together and proof that the habit 
of eating together bears fruit for the people of God.   

This month I encourage you to begin practicing this 

second habit of “highly missional people.”  Invite a 

friend for a meal, go out to eat with a relative or two.  

Focus on the people you eat with daily and listen 

carefully to what they say.  Find a way to bless those 

with whom you share a meal. (You can practice the 

first habit of blessing others as you eat regularly with 

them.) 

Your sister in Christ, Pastor Kathy 

 
 
 
 



Don’t forget to join us August 15 at 
5pm at Kimmy’s Café for Dinner 
Church. We will enjoy a meal to-
gether, have conversation and end 
the time sharing the Lord’s Supper 
around the table.   This will be the 
third time we have met and we will 
decide whether or not we want to 

continue in the fall. 

 

REVIEW OF THE COVE-
NANT WITH PASTOR 
KATHY SCHEDULED  

Our covenant with Pastor Kathy 
ends December 31, 2018.  The first meeting to review our 
time with her will take place at St. Paul’s on July 31 at 
6:30 p.m.  All council members, renewing team members 
are asked to attend.  Anyone else who is interested is wel-
come. Alan Stump, synod council member, Pastor Ed 
Robbins and Pastor Richard Jorgensen will be present to 
lead us through the process which will include a discus-
sion of what we will do next. 

 

 

 

 

 

For the remainder of 2018, the newsletter will be printed 
every two months. This issue is the July/August -In His 
Footsteps. The next issue will be the September/October 
edition and the final newsletter of 2018 will be the No-
vember/December issue.  Please think ahead and submit 
any articles or dates of events for the coming months to 
Annetta as early as possible.  The deadline for infor-
mation is September 1 and November 1.  The Newsletters 
will be in the church on the second Sunday of the month. 

 

This month we discuss the third arti-
cle of the apostle’s Creed: 

“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the ho-
ly Christian church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life                               
everlasting. Amen.” 
What does this mean? 

Answer: I believe that by my own reason or strength I 
cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 
But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, en-
lightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and preserved 
me in true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and pre-
serves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
In this Christian church he daily and abundantly forgives 
all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and on the last 
day he will raise me and all the dead and will grant eter-
nal life to me and to all who believe in Christ. This is 
most certainly true. 

Note the verbs in Luther’s Explanation: the Holy 
Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies and preserves 
us as individuals and as the whole Church. Lutherans are 
not noted for talking much about the Holy Spirit, but the 
third article of the creed (and Luther’s explanation of it) 
makes it apparent how important the Spirit is to our faith 
and our life in Christ.  It is in the Church created by and 
through the Spirit that we receive the assurance that our 
sins are forgiven, and that we, like Christ, will be raised 
from the dead and have a life that will last forever.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Birthdays  
 

August Birthdays 
       August 2    Linda Fritz 
       August 6    Robert Wolf 
       August 15  Vicki Bode 
 

September Birthdays 
September 5     Meg Leffel 
September 6     Vernard Bacon 
                         Leslie Freeman 
September 23   Rodney Anderson 
September 25   Jim Foresman 
                    

 

St. James Anniversaries 
 

August Anniversaries 
 
      August 5 Rodney & Donna Anderson 
      August 11 Steve & Vicki Bode 
 
 

September Anniversaries 
September 2 John & Marlene Schaeffer 



JANUARY TO JUNE 

 FINANCIAL  

REPORT 

 

 

 

Council Highlights 

June 2018 

• Repairs were made to the water pipes leading to the 
bathrooms in the church building.  Plans have been 
made to remove the two lavatories located under 
the original part of the building. 

• Council continues to work on the fee policy for use 
of the church. There will be no user fees for pastor 
or sexton for funerals. There is a recommended fee 
of $50 for the organist if one is requested. Next 
month the council will look at the section for Wed-
dings. 

• A team from synod will be meeting with leadership 
from St. James and St. Paul on July 31 at St. Paul’s 
at 6:30pm. 

• Council is working with both the sexton and the 
office manager to reduce hours and salary due to 
state of our finances.  (See the financial report.)  In 
May, Annetta offered to cut her hours and pay in 
half.  The council decided to accept the offer and 
work out the details with her.   

• As part of the reduction of time for the office man-
ager, the newsletter will be published bi-monthly 
for the remainder of the year. (July/August; Sep-
tember/October; November/December.) Deadlines 
for each issue will be the first day of the month the 
newsletter will be printed. (July 1, September 1, 
November 1.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The council has struggled with the challenges we are 
facing financially right now. Unfortunately, the rate we 
are using up our resources is not sustainable.  As you 
can read in the highlights from June’s council meeting, 
Annetta offered to cut her time to save us money and 
we accepted.  She will now be in the office on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons. We will have to adjust by 
doing more tasks for ourselves rather than asking An-
netta to do them. 

In addition, council has decided to reduce the amount 
of time and salary for the sexton by half.  Again, this 
will mean that we may need to do some of the tasks we 
have expected the Becks to perform.  The Becks have 
done an excellent job of keeping our buildings clean 
and inviting.  The hope of the council is that since we 
have fewer people attending church right now, the task 
of keeping the building clean will be easier.   

The third change the council has chosen to make is that 
we will longer pay for the services of a bookkeeper.  
Margie Earnest has volunteered to take over the respon-
sibilities currently carried out by Kim’s Bookkeeping.  
This is a large time commitment. 

Please note that none of these changes, taken singly or 
together, will stop the hemorrhaging of our savings.  
This is not the final solution! 

Pastor Kathy’s three-year covenant with the churches 
of ULM ends in December.  We will be working with 
the synod council and the bishop’s office to determine 
what happens next.  We will share the ongoing conver-
sation with the congregation. 

Remember that we are God’s people and that this is 
God’s church.  Continue to pray for the congregation, 
the council and for God’s will for us.  Our mission 
statement is “We are called to share the love and joy of 
the Lord with everyone.”  Regardless of our financial 
situation, we rejoice in the Lord and live as God’s peo-
ple as fully as possible each day. 

 

Month Income Expenses Total 

1/31/18 $3,726.00 $7,203.07 ($3,477.07) 

2/28/18 $3,643.00 $7,057.20 ($3,414.20) 

3/31/18 $4,666.05 $6,860.11 ($2,194.06) 

4/30/18 $4,939.55 $6,015.63 ($1,076.08) 

5/31/18 $4,652.35 $7,578.74 ($2,926.39) 

6/30/18 4,213.00 7,203.07 (2,990.07) 

Year  to 
Date $25,835.95 $41,917.85 ($16,077.87) 



 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

August 2018 

1 2 
 

3 4 
 Clothes 

        Closet 
8:30 – 10 AM 
  

  

 
  

 
  

5 
Worship 
9:30 AM 

6 
Monday Morn-
ing Quilt 
Group 
10 AM 

  

7 8 9 10 11 

12 
Worship 

9:30 AM 
  

 

13 

  
14 
Clothes Closet 
Work Session 

7:30 – 9:00 AM 
  
  

15 
Dinner Church 
Kimmy’s Café 
Fawn Grove 

5 PM 
  

16 
 
  

17 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

18 
  

19 

 
Worship 
9:30 AM 

  

20 21 
Church 
 Council 
7:00 PM 

  

  

22 
 

23 

 

24 

  

25 
  

  
  
  
  

  
    

26 
  

Worship 
9:30 AM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

27 
  
  
  

  

28 
Clothes Closet 
Work Session 

7:30 – 9:00 AM 
  

29 30 31  

 
Join us for Sunday 

School before worship 
at 

8:30 AM 
each week! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

September 2018 

Join us for Sunday 
School before worship at 

8:30 AM 
each week! 

1   Clothes 
Closet 

8:30 – 10 AM 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

  

2  

Worship 
9:30 AM 

  
  
  
  

3 
  

4 5 6 
Choir Practice 
7 PM 

7 8 

9 

Worship 
9:30 AM 

  
  
  

10 
  

Monday 
Morning Quilt 
Group 10 AM  

11 
  

Clothes Closet 
Work Session 

7:30 – 9 AM 
  
  

12 
  

 

13 
 
Choir Practice 
7 PM 

 
  

  

14 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 

  
Worship 
9:30 AM 

  

17 

  

  

18 
 

Church  
Council  

Meeting 7 pm 

19 20 
Choir Practice 
7 PM 

21 22 

23 
Worship 
9:30 AM 

24 25 
 

26 27 
Choir Practice 
7 PM 

28 29 

30 
10:15 AM  
Joint Worship  
at St. Paul's 

 


